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The  Seventy-Fourth  Session  of  the  Imperial  Diet 
House  of  Representatives 

I'inutes  of  the  Cb^ittee  ’"eetings  for  the  Government  Subsidy  Bill 
for  the  Educational  Expenses  of  the  Youth  Schools. 

(Stenographic.  Record )No. 10 


Conference 


Opened  at  3x40  p.1". 


Thursday,  J-iarch  2,  14th  year  of  Shows  (1939) 


State  Minister  ARaKI 


(Omitted) 


(Quitted ) 


The  so-called  "Imperial  Y.ay  (k5dC)*  of  our  country,  I  presume,  is 
the  principle  of  the  way  that  our  imperial  Family  should  follow. 

I 

I  think  that  the  source  of  that  principle  le  shorn  in  our  nation's 
history  which  has  been  recorded  since  the  very  first  day  of  the  wor.'d 
when  the  universal  and  eternal  truth  was  revealed  in  tho  creation  of 
the  heavon  and  the  earth.  Ibis  is  clearly  seen  in  our  history  which 
starts  with  the  founding  of  cur  BTpire.  Accordingly,  if  we  contemplate 
upon  and  understand  the  truth  revealed  in  the  founding  of  our  ETpire, 
we  can  understand  the  development  of  the  imperial  way  through  the  ages 
and  the  past  doings  of  the  imperial  Family  in  accordance  with  that  grotr 
principle.  To  make  wy  story  short  the  sacred  and  remotely  and  powerful., 
originated  national  polity  of  our  Empire,  which  took  its  start  in  the 
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founding  of  the  nation,  has  its  source  in  the  teachings  beoueathed  by 

our  Imperial  Ancestors.  As  the  assigned  ti^e  is  not  sufficient,  I 

will  not  explain  what  the  Imperial  \7ay  is  by  giving  illustrations, 

one  by  one,  fro1"  our  history,  for,  I  think  it  will  become  quite  dear 

to  you  if  you  only  contemplate  upon  the  origin  of  our  national  history. 

Now,  let  us  consider,  from  the  standpoint  of  historical  ti"e,  the 

profound  Imperial  will  shown  in  the  Divine  Message  given  togother 

with  the  three  &cred  Treasures,  by  the  originator  of  our  nation  and 

in  the  imperial  Edicts  issued  by  the  successive  Emperors.  These  . 

Imperial  instructions  were  given  whenever  tney  were  needed  according  to 

different  stages  of  national  development,  each  stage  being  attained  by 
.»•  •  •• 

the  acquirement  and  assimilation  of  various  new  cultures  and  civiliza¬ 
tions.  But,  the  basic  principle  on  which  all  these  Rescripts  were  issued 
is  fixed  and  unchangeable.  It  will  be  quite  adequately  compared  to  a 
spring  fro1"  which  water  flows,  muddy,  clear,  or  crystal  clear. 

4 

Although  the  kinds  of  water  are  different,  they  issue  fro’’  one  and 

the  same  spring.  Just  in  the  same  way,  these  various  imperial 

\ 

Instructions  and  Edicts,  though. they  assumed  different  forms  accord: ag 
to  the  different  situations  they  fa^od,  v/ere  based  upon  one  and  the  80"^ 
basic  principle,  and  were  "eant  to  show ,  I  presume the  sacredness 
of  our  national  polity  and  the  Imperial  Kay.  The  imperial  Kay  is 
therefore  definitely  shown  is  the  teachings  of  our  imperial  Ancestors, 
and  the  source  of  the  imperial  lay  is  clearly  and  historically  traceable 
to  the  founding  of  our  Empire.  The  imperial  Rescript  on  Education 
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graciously  su^arizes  for  ua  the  significance  of  the  Imperial  *ay, 
and  the  Imperial  Edict  issued  in  the  early  years  of  the  Shows  Era 
also  elucidates  it.  In  the  latter  the  E"peror  graciously  says  that 
"the  i?"perors  successively  assumed  sovereignty,  and  the  influence  of 
their  benevolent  rule  was  felt  everywhere. " 

•—  »  m 

I  think  that  the  "the  Emperors  successively  assu"ed  sovereignty, 

and  the  influence  of  their  benevolent  rule  v;as  felt,"  is  the  phrt'30 

particularly  indicative  of  the  basic  principle  of  the  Imperial  hay. 

I  presu~o,  fro’"  these  words,  that  "the  Imperial  benevolence  reaching 

all  subjects,"  expresses  the  self-sa"e  spirit,  thought  differently 

phrased,  as  that  embodied  in  the  Imperial,  policy  which  was  established 

at  the  ti"e  of  the  "eiji  Restoration,  in  order  "to  let  everybody  get 

his  own  natural  position  and  let  everybody  fulfil  his  own  desire”. 

These  are  two  kinds  of  expression,  written  differently,  of  the  sa=e 

Imperial  Irinciple  upon  which  our  Empire  was  founded.  This  is  the 

interpretation  of  the  ft’o^'ier  as  has  been  often  avowed  by  hi"  lately 

\  *** 

at  the  Diet  session,  and  is  also  "ine. 

***  \ 

It  has  given  "uch  pain  in  consequence,  to  the  heart  of  any  of 

our  JsTperors  whenever  such  exceptional  circu"stancos  rose  under  which  the 

.  l 

Imperial  benevolence  was  not  felt  by  every  one  of  his  subjects,  and 
the  result  was  seen  in  the  conditions  of  hie  people »s  life. 
a11  his  pain  ca^e  fro"  the  fact  that  every  one  of  his  subjects  was 
not  placed  in;  hie  proper  position  so  as  to  fulfill  his  own  desire-- 
that  the  influence  of  his  benevolent  rule  was  not  perfect  over  his 
people. 
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If  we  thus  understand  the  r'oaning  of  I"perial  Benevolence,  we 
likewise  understand  the  following  view  of  the  universe  —  the  view 

which  asserts  that  every  object  in  the  universe  has  a  life  of  its  own, 

* 

which  it  Maintains,  not  for  the  sake  of  its  own  individual  existence  i 

*  t 

but  for  the  purpose  if  :o -operation  and  co-oxistence  with  all  the  rost 
of  the  objects  that  e.  ist  in  the  vni verse  so  that  the  har’"'-  lious 
progress  of  the  universe  "ay  be  started  and  "nintainod.  Therefore,  f, 
unless  we  benignly  give  our  thought  to  the  life  of  each  object,  it  • 
oan  never  be  fitly  placed  to  shcJR  its  true  worth.  An  object  is  not 
a  "ere  "ass  of  "otter  but  evidently  has  a  life  of  its  own, 

.  I*  *  *  ***  "** 

So  when  we  hu"bly  think  of  the  I"porial  Grace  e"brncing  the  universo 

with  its  "ercy  and  benignity,  \e  are  always  filled  with  an  unuah  e"otiri. 

•  "  *“  % 
of  gratitude.  It  reminds  ue  of  e  certain  sage  --  whose  na"e  I  a" 

sure  you  all  know  --  who  used  each  of  his  ri&RAKU  (TN  —  an  earthenware 

roasting  pan),  with  which  he  cooked  his  food,  the  source  of  his  life, 

with  such  thoughtfulness  as  to  patch  it  each.  ti"e  it  got  a  crack  until 

it  beca"e  completely  unusable  despite  the  carefully  repeated  patches  and 

then  to  bury  it  in  t’ e  earth  with  an  affectionate  word  of  gratitude 

for  1  vs  '  ^  a e'yjrt'j  t  ...  ,  attici.au  I  »uke  to  ua  a 

phase  of  the  teachin-rs  of  the  Imperial  hay,  The  spiritual  attitude  whi^h 

"akes  one  treat  even  a  little  roasting  p:.n  with  such  hu"ane  care  as 

yi 

to  use  it  as  long  as  it  can  be  useful  and  then  hu"b?y  to  thank  it  for 
the  last  ti"e  for  its  long  servico,  is  the  essential  requisite  for 
our  realization  of  the  I"perial  V.ay, 
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bLen  we  look  at  things  fro’'  such  a  point  of  view,  we  understand 
that  each  of  us  exists,  not  for  the  purpose  of  asserting  his- individual 
existence*  but  for  the  sake  of  taking  his  part  in  the  harmonious  com¬ 
position  of  the  total  universe.  And  we  1#upt  gratefully  find  this 
»  universal  truth  shown  in  our  Imperial  Y»ay  —  in  our  national  history, 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  founding  of  our  oountry.  This  is- the 
essence  of  our  imperial  bay.  In  the  realization  of  the  Imperial  Kay, 
therefore,  are  comprehended,  it  seems,  all  the  truths  —  the  Co”mon 
hay  of  Heaven  and  Earth,  the  'fr'uth  of  the  Universe,  and  all  philosophies, 
religions  and  moraiities.  Such  sin  expression  as  "the  unity  of  religions 
observance  and  political  administration"  is  not  a  "ere  fancy.  It  is 
not,  I  dare  say,  a  mere  »ratter  of  phraseology.  Its  principle,  when  fully 
applied,  governs  the  political,  morai,  and  social  relations  of  our  people 
and  further  it  rules  the  international  affairs  of  the  world  and  even  all 
the  phenomena  of  the  universe.  By  following  it  only,  can  one  fulfil 
one's  duty  without  the  least  fear  of  erring.  The  sam©  thing  can  be 
said  of  ourrent  of fairs.  The  above  principle  rises  from  a  noble  and 
divine  spring,  flows  in  xi^ers  and  fork’s  ocean3  and  lakes.  Namely,  it 
flows  changing  for^s  according  to  actual  circumstances.  But  this  change 
of  for"1  dOQS  not  in  the  least  affect  the  nature  of  the  original  spring 
fro~  which  it  takes  its  rise.  The  original  spring  is  pure  and  inexhaust¬ 
ible,  forever  flowing  into  rivers,  lakes  and  oceans.  But  we  muat  never 
forget  this  original  source.  While  keeping  firmly  and  reverently  in 
mind  this  holy  nature  of  the  primal  source,  one  ”ay  freely  follow  the 
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course  of  the  flow  downward  to  the  broad  plains  and  oceans  through  the 

stages  of  temporal  station.  The  gracious  Imperial  sayings  "The 

STperors  successively  assumed  sovereignty  and  the  influence  of  their 

benevolent  rule  was  fait  everywhere*  and  "Our  ’"’oral  standard  was 

xae 

deeply  and  soundly  established,"  express  alike,  it  seed's  to  ^ ,  the 
idea  that  out  of  the  i^utable  source  flows  the  stream  of  phenomena  and 

events,  taking  convenient  shapes  according  to  temporal  circumstances. 

% 

Our  people, who  adhere  to  this  principle,  have  therefore  been 
spared  fro"*  becoming  narrowminded  and  hostile  toward  foreign  influence. 

On  the  contrary ,  we  have  well  assimilated  foreign  influences  and  have 
taken  their  essences  into  our  culture.  It  is  true  that  sometiTtes  joalcu* 
reactions  did  rise,  but  as  a  whole,  when  we  view  the  long  course  of  our 
national  history  as  well  as.lives  of  individual  Japanese,  we  can  say 
that  our  people  have  been  and  are  extren'ely  tolerant  on  this  phase*. 

This  noble  racial  characteristic  of  our  people  who,  instead  of  formulat¬ 
ing  t^ir  conduct  into  rigid  laws  and  rules,  regulate  it  by  self-control 
and  self-direction,  seems  to  originate  in  their  adherence  to  the  above- 
mentioned  noble  moral  principle. 

If  this  principle  were  throughly  understood  by  the  entire  Japanese 
people  to-<lay  and  steadily  applied  to  tho  present  circumstances,  there 
would  never  have  occurred  such  conflicts  of  interests  and  desires, 
such  irritating  Continental  adventuros  and  such  a  sentimental  anti- 
foroignism  as  we  are  troubled  with  now.  But  the  fact  that  they  have 
occurred  is  due-is  it  not,  to  our  failure  faithfully  to  apply  the  above 
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ideal,  instead  of  putting  it  aside  as  a  "ere  ideal,  to  the  political, 
ethical,  "ilitary,  social  and  all  other  phases  of  our  actual  life? 

Even  when  a  conflict  of  interest  rises,  we  can^t  see"s  tc  "e,  smoothly 
solve  it  if  only  we  re’^ber  this  Original  Principle.  Conflicts  and 
frictions  are  welcome.,  so  long  as  they  stimulate  pur  progress.  So  long 
as  these  conflicts  and__frictions  are  "ade  to  harmonize  and  not  suppressed 
for  the  sake  of  uniformity,  all  the  above  problems,  even  if  accompanied 
by  heated  arguments  and  conflicting  interests,  will  be,  it  see"s  to  me, 
brought  back  to  the  Original  Principle.  To  follow  the  Imperial  'ay  in 
this  manner,  applying  it  to  every  action  and  movement  of  ours,  see"s  to 
be  m0st  crucial  for  us  in  facing  the  current  problems  as  well  as  in 
conducting  our  daily  life.  Fro"  this  point  of  view,  I  a"  not-"ost  . 
anxions  to  have  kind  of  broad-minded,  opVistic,  and  all-comprehensive 
tolerance  and  wisdo"  prevail  in  the  culture  of  our  people.  To  attribute 
all  knowledge  to  this  Original  Principle  so  that  our  knowledge  "ay  be 
made  the  more  versatile  and  productive  is,  in  wy  opinion,  the  foundation 
cf  education. 

* 
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Certificate  of  Authenticity 

I,  Y#AZAKI,  Takashi,  who  accupy  the  post  of  Chief  of  the  Genoral 
Office  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  hereby  certify  that  the  document 
hereto  attached,  written  in  Japanese,  and  consisting  of  5  pages,  is  an 
exact  and  authorized  excerpt  fro-  pp.  11-13  of  the  Minutes  (stenographed) 
of  the  10th  Ctf^'ittee  feting  of  the  Houso  of  Representatives  for  the 
Covenant  Subsidy  Bill  for  the  Ktucational  Expenses  of  the  Youth 
Schools,  held  on  -'-arch  2,  1939.  v/hich  is  kept  in  «y  official  custody. 

The  person  "entioned  in  the  above  ^inutos  as  State  -Lnister 
ARAKI  is  the  then  Education  *~inistor  Baron  ARAKI,  Sadao. 

Certified  at  the  House  of  Representatives,  on  this  25th  day  of 
Fobruary,  1947 

0 

/s/  YA~AZAKI,  Takashi  (seal) 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  signature  and  seal  were  affixed 

hereto  in  the  presence  of  this  Witness. 

at  the  sa®®  place .  on  this  sa—e  date 

Witness  i  /S/  TAKEI ,  Tsuguo  (seal) 
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